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Page 26, Line 13, for i in, read on your ſecond Quotation. 


——— —- Line 23, for in, read on the Moral Fact. 


Page 44, Line 13, change the Place of the Interrogation 


Point, and read, What were theſe 
Sayings? —— His Moral Sayings. 


Page 63, Line 9, ftrike out chiefly. 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


Reverend Sir, 


WORTHY and a dilereet Man 
ſeldom ſpeaks Evil of a fingle In- 
dividual unneceſſarily; a worthy Man 
never falſly, without feeling a Pang 


which they can beſt conceive who have 
a quick Senſe of Honour and of Duty. 
What then, Sir, muſt you feel, who have 


reflected, not only unneceſſarily, but 
falſly, upon a whole Body of Men, - and 


thoſe the Teachers of Religion ?- That 

the Clergy have not Sagacity, or if Sa- 

gacity, not Honeſty enough to preach the 
B  Gofpel £7 


. 1 
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Goſpel as they ought ;---that, in Conſe- 
quence of this, they are the Cauſe of 
the extreme Ignorance and Profligacy 
of Manners in the People ;---that they 
are looked upon as a uſeleſs Set of 
Men, and a dead Weight upon the 
Community * ;—are- ſome of the kind 
Compliments you pay us. And in ſay- 
ing this, you have done no more,” you 
tell us, than relate a plain Matter of 
Pak. It it is fo, I entirely aorcc 
with you, that howmuchſoever to the 
Diſcredit of our own Order, it is Time 
the World ſhould be acquainted with it, : 
and great are the Obligations in which 
Society ſtands indebted to Mr. JrssE. 
But if, upon Enquiry, it ſhould prove 
a mere Fancy,—great muſt be the Hu- 
miliation of our inconſiderate Accuſer. 


As the Advancement of Religion is 
not unconnected with the Character of its 


Iessz's Sermon, p. 18, 19, and Parochialia, p- 3. 


Teachers, 


T eachers, and as ſome: Parts of . Paro- 
chialia, no leſs than the original Aﬀer- 
tion which occaſioned. my firſt Letter, 


have a T endency to obſcure and miſre- 


preſent the Goſpel itſelf; I ſhall take the 
Liberty to examine, whether the Charge 


you ſo confidently urge againſt us, is, 


as you ſay, @ plain Matter of Fact, or 


whether it 1s nothing more that the 


baſeleſs Fabrick of your own Imagt- 


| nation. 


I confeſs, I am not a | little ſurprized 
to find the Subject of Diſcuſſion between 
us confounded, in your Publication, with 


an entire new Subject. Whether you 


choſe this Method as a good one to con- : 
ceal the Weakneſs of your Caule ; or 
for Reaſons beſt known to yourſelf ; - or 


for no Reaſon, and not perceiving the 
obvious Advantage of treating the Sub- 
iects ſeparately ; ; I will not determine. 
But as your Deſign in remarking upon 


CLERICUs was to defend your firſt Aſ- 


ſertion, I conceive you were likely to 
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accompliſh this Deſign more effeQtually, 
by keeping your own Attention, and 
that of your Readers, fixt on this ſingle 
Object, than by dividing it among thoſe 
numerous Defects and Errors pointed 
te out,” and thoſe wondrous © Improve- 
* ments ſuggeſted and recommended,” 
which your pompous Title-Page has 
promiſed us. When I firſt ſaw this 
Title-Page, I expected, as I well might, 
to find CLERICus diſpatched, in a ſum- 


mary Way, either in a Preface, or a 


Poſtſcript; and that the Body of the 
Book would be reſerved for Parochiaha, 
or your important Sennen on the 
Diſcharge of Parochial Duties: and 


the very firſt Sentence of your Preface 


confirmed me in the Opinion that you 
would deign to take but little Notice of 
CLERICUS. ** The Letter of CLERICUsS 


* would have been unnoticed by me, if 


* I had not” [very ingeniouſſy] * con- 
te ceived the Idea of making it an Oc- 
« cafion” [for it was impoſſible I could 
find any other e e to ſpeak my 
% Mind 
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«« Mind freely on Subjects of general | 
| «© Concernment, and thoſe indeed of 
« the greateſt Importance to us all. 
And yet, whoever ſhall take the Trou- 
ble of wading through your ſeventeen 
Letters, will find that your Remarks on 

Cx xkicus employ by far the greater 
Part of them; and that (if theſe Re- 
marks, together with your abundant and 
prolix Quotations, were deducted) the 
* Defets and Errors pointed out, and 
* the Improvements ſuggeſted,” would, 
when diſcovered, lie very conveniently 
in the Compaſs of a Nut-Shell.— The 
Obſervations on Parochial Duties, we 
naturally ſuppoſe, will be the main Sub- 
ject; but we ſoon find the Tables are 


turned, and CI ERIcus is the Burden of 


the Song. 


I am far from deſiring, that Obſer- | 
vations of ſuch general Concernment, 
* and of the greateſt Importance to us all, 
„ ſhould be loſt to the Public; but at 


the 


D 


the ſame Time I cannot help wiſhing,. 
that, for the more certain Advancement 
of Religion, they had been reſerved for 
a ſeparate Publication ; or, at-leaſt, that— 
you had not ſo unhappily huddled toge- 
ther and intermingled your Obſervations 
on Parochial Duties with your Remarks 
on CLericus. No one good Reaſon can 
be aſſigned why they ſhould be thus 
confounded; why they ſhould not, 1s 
9 obvious to every. one. 


Bur as you have thought proper to 
puzzle and perplex your Readers, and to 
blend together Subjects which ought to 
have been kept diſtinct, it becomes abſo- 
lutely neceſſary (and indeed it would 
otherwiſe be very uſeful) to ſtate in the 
faireſt poſſible Terms, that is, in your: 
own Words, — the Subject of Diſpute be- 
tween us. Your Aſſertions now are, x 


* Parockiala, p. 20. 


-, Firſt, 


Or THE IIC 
Firſt, ˖ e That we, (the f Clergy) have 


« {lighted Revelation itſelf; and are 
Trfidels. 


' Secondly, © The great Object of Re- 


« yelation;” and are Hereticks.F 


THESE 


1 Mr. Jessz either avi/l not, or cannot, expreſs him- 
ſelf clearly, even where it is ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
as in ſtating a Queſtion: He is an honeſt Man, and 
therefore he 'avould write intelligibly if he could. His 
twofold Charge is not without Obſcurity. For if 
we have lighted” (in whatever ſenſe he may uſe 
the word) Revelation itſelf it is unneceſſary to 
add we have {lighted the great Object of it;“ as the 
Whole is ſuppoſed to comprehend all its Parts. And 
if by /lighted he means, what, by the Help of num- 
berleſs Paſſages, I have underſtood him to mean; then 


one of his Propoſitions deſtroys the other. For if we 
are Infidels, we cannot be Hereticks (Hereſy implying 
a Belief in the Goſpel Revelation) ; and if we are He- 
reticks, we cannot be Iaſdels. | 


I could wiſh to . ſeen after the Word flight 
ſomething explanatory ; for in this Place, and by itſelf, 
it 1s a ſlippery Sort of Word; however, we muſt take | 
Things as we find them, and make Mr. J. his own 
Interpreter : Nothing can be fairer than this. 

| Hz 
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TrrsE are Aſſertions which I be- 


of 


Hz quotes Archbiſhop Srek ER, as ſaying, That 


„ many, if not ae of us, have dwelt too little on 


* thoſe Doctrines in our Sermons,” [that is the Doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity] by no Means in general from 
« diſbelieving or lighting them**—Yes, ſays Mr. J. 
The Silence he ſpeaks of, &c.—is in a great Meaſure 
« owing to Unbelief.” ¶ Paro. p. 35.] When CIERICus 


_ aſſerted in his firſt Letter, that the Clergy univerſally 


make the great Articles of our Belief, the Subjects of 
their Sermons, not only at ſtated Times, but very fre- 
quently beſides.—“ Explain them all away, (ſays Mr. 


J.) Join the 1 nfidel in deriding them,” [ Parechialia, 


p. 11.] . Inculcate the ſoothing Doctrines of Natural 
Religion.“ If fo, it muſt be owing to Unbelief. In 
his Preface, he ſays, Lou will obſerve that the Doc- 
e trine of the Atonement, is the great Object of my 
« Zeal;” [I fancy his Readers if they had not been told 
this would not have expected it, either in Remarks 
on CLERICUs, or in Obſervations on Parochial Duties ;] 
and in the firſt Letter, p. 12, he cites theſe Words 
from an old Author, Now have we tried your Spi- 
<< rits, that they bee not of God, for you denye Chriſt.” 


Many other Paſſages in his Letters are to the ſame 
Purpoſe. 


IT was neceſſary to add this Note, in Order to 
lay a ſure Foundation at ſetting off, and to give my 
Reaſons 


00 r THE CLERGY, gf 
of England will read without Indig- 
nation and Aſtoniſhment; and yet we 


ſhall preſently ſee, that you have con- 
trived to aggravate even this Charge, 


Reaſons for the Conſtruction I have put on Mr. J.” 
Words. Hereſy and Infidelity ſeem uppermoſt in his 
Thoughts. In Conſequence of this, he has brought 
a twofold Charge againſt us; and thrown together a 
Number of Quotations, which he leaves to take their 
Chance, and to prove either of his Aſſertions, or both, 
or zeither, according. to the Fancy or Judgment of 
his Readers. If this two-fold Charge may be reduced 
to one, why 1s it two-fold? If diſtinct Charges, why 
not treat them ſeparately, as is uſual in ſuch Caſes; 
and as every Man, but himſelf, would have done. But 
he purſues a Method of his own; and, perhaps, it may 
have its Advantage: — His Readers, confuſed by ſuch 
a Multiplicity of Quotations, may give him Credit 
for having proved, what he neither has proved, nor 
can prove. 


The Character given of Dryden, as a Proſe-Wri- 
ter, is well worth every Clergyman's Conſideration. 
«© He always underflands himſelf,” (a Caſe not ſo com- 
mon with Preachers and even Authors of all Sorts, 
as is generally imagined) * and his. Readers al- 
«© ways underſt ind him.” Jounson's Lives of the 
Poets. 5 DT: 
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ſcarce admit of WN 


IT will $6 proper to trace the Steps by 
which Mr. J. was led- to theſe two 
ſtrange Aſſertions. In his Sermon preached 
at Bewdley, which occaſioned the Strictures 
of CLERICVUS, Mr. J. beſides expreſſing 
himſelf much diflatisfied with our Clergy 
and their Preaching, aſſerted, That 
% Sermons were dwindled away into 
6c * Moral e. 


Turk were Reaſons, conſidering from 
what Quarters theſe Cenſures came, to 
call for an Explanation. As a Variety of 
Opinions might be drawn from Language 
ſo vague and ambiguous, CLERICUS gave 
the moſt candid and favourable Interpre- 
tation; and only ſuppoſed, that Mr. J. 
had expreſſed too much Partiality for Faitl. 
and too little for Morality, He had ven- 
tured, with great Sincerity, and without 
the leaſt Suſpicion of being miſtaken, to 
Gr, ut Mr. J. could not poſſibly 


mean, 
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mean, the Clergy preached Nothing but 
Morality, or Morality excluſive of Chrifs- 
anity, and in Diſbelief of it; and he added, 
« For you might with equal Truth have 
“ ſaid the Clergy believe and preach Ma- 
% hometaniſm.” Yet this Propoſition, 
which CLERICus thought it was abſolutely. 
impoſſible Mr. J. could mean, is the very 
Propoſition which he now maintains 
againſt us. In his firſt Letter he inſinuates, 
that the Clergy are Infidels and Hereticks, 
and in the Concluſion of it ſays, In my 
e next Letter you ſhall have ſomething 
« more particular of theſe - Preachers of 
modern Chriſtianity;” In the ſecond, 
he begins, © You complain that I was 
t not explicit enough in my Charity Ser- 
„ mon: I ſhall therefore be more par- 


„ ticular; and will tell you plainly what 


« that ſomething is, which J judged to 
abe wanting in the Compoſitions of the 

eig. | You are not diſpoſed to put 
the beſt Conſtruction on my Words: 
I ſhall therefore expreſs my Sentiments 
by Quotations from approved Authors. 
| 8 , 


of 
. Wi 
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The Quotations, which I ſhall produce, 
i exhibit this two-fold Charge againſt us; 
« Firſt, We have lighted Revelation it- 
« ſelf; and Secondly, the great Object of 
e Revelation.” Here then we have what 
that ſomething is, which Mr. J. judges 
to be wanting in the Sermons of our 
Clergy, and his own Explanation of his 
own Words. Had I given ſuch an Ex- 
planation, he might well have ſaid, You 
are not diſpoſed to put the beſt Con- 
« ſtruction on my Words.” But can he 
be perfectly Compos when he ſays, I 
„ hope, Sir, you will think the very 
flight and accidental Touch of Cenſure, 
« in my Diſcourſe preached in Bewaley 
* Chapel, was not ſo ſevere and unjuſt as 
« you at firſt imagined it to be.”* Very 
Might indeed, Sir, is the Charge of fi 
delity and Hereſy; and to be ſure there can 


be no Severity in it; and not even the 
Shadow of Injuſtice. 


La) 


IT 


. Rn P. . 
+ This ſingularly inconſiſtent Gentleman can ſay too, 
P. z. © There was not any Thing further from my In- 
| „ tention, 
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Ir is by no Means my Intention to 
reply to the Whole of your ſeventeen 
Letters, or to examine each of the 
numerous | Quotations, which, as Auxi- 
liaries, you have brought into the Field 
on this Occaſion. Indeed a better Ge- 
neral than yourſelf would have made a 
more ſkillful and judicious Diſpoſition 
of his Troops; and drawn them up 
to much greater Advantage. But, as I 
am no otherwiſe contending for Victory 
than in the Cauſe of Truth, I will ſepa- 
rate thoſe of your Allies, which can con- 
tribute moſt to your Service ; and will 
generouſly place them, where they may 
act with better Effect, than as you have 
left them, confuſed and crouded toge- 
ther, under all the Diſadvantages of an 
Eaſtern Army. To drop the Metaphor, 


* tention, than to give Offence to any of my Brethren, 
*« the Clergy.” And when he is accuſed of having 

brought a Charge againſt the whole Body of the 

Clergy, he can forget himſelf, and exclaim, © 

Lord, my God! if I have done any ſuch Thing, &c. 
p. 2. And, if you have not, Mr. ].*s Language has 
loſt its Meaning. Rc 


Sir, 


„„ EE 


Sir, I ſhall ſelect thoſe Paſſages from 
your Letters, which ſeem 'moſt to your 
Purpoſe ; and thoſe, which I ſhall paſs 
over, are ſuch as I deem too inſignifi- 
cant to require particular Attention. I 
ſhall not decline, I aſſure you, the Ex- 
amination of any Paſſage, becauſe I think 
it unanſwerable ;—I would ingenuouſly 
acknowledge it :—TI ſhall not ſhrink from 
the Diſcuſſion of the Queſtion, but meet | 
it fairly; and, I declare, ſo averſe am I - 
to any Thing diſingenuous in Controver- 
ſy, that I hold it, not only diſhonourable, 
unbecoming a Man, a Chriſtian, and a 
Lover of Truth, but abſolutely crimi- 
nal, to conceal our Difficulties in the Ex- 
amination of any Subject connected with 
Morality and Religion. Tt is throw- 
ing an Obſtacle in the Way of Truth, 
and retarding its Progreſs: The Inveſ- 
tigation of religious Truth is one of 
the firſt Duties of a rational Creature, 
and the moſt ardent Love of it, ſhould 
be excited and encouraged as much as 
poſſible. For It cannot be gotten for 
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« Gold, neither ſhall Silver be weighed 


for the Price thereof. It cannot be 


&« valued with the Gold of Ophir, wit / 
* the. precious Onyx, or the Sapphire. 
% No mention ſhall be made of Coral, or 
«of: Paris. The N * " E e 
* ſhall : nat 15 178 1 


Ann now, Sir, after this Encomium 
an, Feach, and this Account of the Can- 


dour and fair Dealing you may expect 


from me, I proceed to the Examination 


of what you have adduced in Support of | 


your Aſſertions, That the Clergy have 


« ſlighted Revelation itſelf, and the 


« great Object of Revelation; and that 
« Sermons: ate dwindled away into mo- 
« ral Eſſays. For as your two-fold 
Charge (which you attempt to prove by 
the ſame identical Quotations) is an Ex- 
planation of your firſt Aſſertion, I muſt, 
however unwillingly, follow your Ex- 
ample, conſider them all together, and 


_ for once, the new Fan, which 


* Job. 28 c. 
you 


36 KA DE TC N © 
you have introduced into Diſquiſitions 
of this Nature. 
Mk. Knox, who ſtands firſt upon the 
_ Lift, ſays, I will take the Liberty to 
* hint to young and faſhionable Divines, 
„Who are in general ſmitten with the 
e falſe Graces of Style and Delivery, 
„that their Congregations would be 
e more edified, if, inſtead of MoRAL. 
« Es8Aays, in what they call fine Lan- 
*& guage, they would preach Sermons, 
properly ſo called, in the plain Style 
« of Truth and Scripture. Let them 
ce alſo take Care, as they will anſwer it 
e to HIM, in whoſe Name they aſcend 
* the Pulpit, not to preach themſelves, 
„ but the Goſpel.” 


Tnuus far only does Mr. Jzs8t's Quo- 
tation go; but as a few more Words con- 
clude this Eflay, and may perhaps help 
us to form ſome Conjecture of Mr. 
| Knox's Meaning, I ſhall add the reſt. 
After the Words, © not to preach them- 

* ſclves 
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« ſelves, but the Goſpel. —It follows, 
« Not to be fo folicitous, in the Diſ- 
« play of a white' Hand, as of a pure 
« Heart; of a Diamond Ring, as of a 
* ſhining Es 4 | 


Now, if we compare the Title of this 
Eſſay, which is, On the Inefficacy of 
„ that Style of ſpeaking and writing, 
„ which may be called Frothy, and ex- 
amine its Contents, it conveys, I gueſs, 
a very different Meaning from what you 
imagine, and only ſhews (what is pretty | 
well known to be true, and probably 
ever will be the Caſe) that the Sermons 
of ſuch ecclefiaſtical Macaronies, as are 
here deſcribed, are, for the moſt — 


8 flimſy and ſuperficial. 


IN DEEPD he has, like yourſelf, made 
Uſe of the Words, Moral Eſſays; but 
the Hint, you may obſerve, is confined 


1 to young and faſhionable Divines only. 


What particular Meaning, or whether 


* 133 E/ay, vol. It. OTE. 
. any 
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any preciſe and determinate Meaning 
was affixed by Mr. K. to theſe Words, 
Moral Eſſays, at the Time of writing, 
is more than I will take upon me to aſ- 
ſert : But the Character of Mr. K. and 
numberleſs Paſſages in his Eſſays, and 
ſeveral in this very Eſſay, preclude our 
ſuppoſing he means to affirm, that Mo- 
rality has no Connexion with the Goſ- 
pel; and if we ſhould allow that he has 
the ſame Meaning with yourſelf, that 
our young Divines preach only on the 
Moral Parts of our Religion (I hope he 
will pardon my Suppoſition) it may be 
anſwered, that young Clergymen are 
often known to inſiſt on any Topic. of 
our Religion, that is thought brilliant, 
or capable of the pathetic; and, far from 
confining themſelves to Moral Eſſays, are 
more frequently remarked for producing a 
weak and injudicious Defence of Chriſtia- 
nity, or for thundering out declamatory 
Invectives againſt modern Infidels*. 
5 5 YouR 


„* Anp here I am at a Loſs what to ſay upon the ä 
frequent Cuſtom of preaching againſt Atheiſin, Deiſin, 


% Free- 


or THE CLERGY. 19 


Your next Quotation is from- another 
of theſe Eflays ; though, no Doubt, © to 
e fave your Readers the Trouble of a 
« Search,” you have, as before, given 
no Reference either to Page, or Eflay. 


A general Complaint has been made, 
„ that SERMONS have become in theſe 
« Days merely Mok AL Es8avs. There 
„was a Time, when a Paſſage from 
« Scripture, well introduced, was eſteem- 
« ed a Flower of Speech, far ſurpaſſing 
« every Ornament of Rhetoric. It is 
«© now avoided as an ugly Patch, that 


« chequers with 88 the 3 
« Contexture“ . 


Tre Words, gloſſy Contexture,” 
like the ine Language in the firſt Ex- 
tract, lead me to imagine, that young 
and faſhionable Divines were ſtill in Mr. 
Knox's Thoughts. There feems alſo a 


% Free-thinking, and the like, as young Divines are par- 


e ticularly fond of doing. vr r“ 8 Letter to a young 
Clerg man. | | 


* Efſay 163, Vol. 2. | 
D 2 con- 


* 
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confuſed Idea about quoting Scripture. 
If Mr. K. has found out the preciſe 
Number of Paſſages from Scripture ne- 
ceſſary to conſtitute a Sermon, in Con- 
tradiſtinction to a Moral Eſſay, it was 
unkind in him not to: oblige the 
Clergy with ſo important a Diſcovery. 
Yet I fancy Mr. K. will not reſt his 
Diſtinction on ſo weak a F oundation as 
this: He knows better.. 4 


Bur if he means by the Words merely 
Moral Eſſays, that the Clergy are now. 
become Infidels and Heretichs, and preach 
Morality excluſive of Chriſtianity (which 
is allowing every Thing you could wiſh) 
and that this is made a general Complaint, 
we ſhall in the firſt Place queſtion, whe- 
ther any ſuch general Complaint has been 
made. But admitting, for the Sake of 
Argument, that a general Complaint has 
been made, we may ſafely affirm, that 
it is a Complaint without Reaſon. If it 
is not without Reaſon, and has a good 
Foundation, we call upon Mr. K. and 

5 Mr. J. 
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Mr. J. for their Proofs. The only 
Proofs in this Caſe muſt be drawn from 
the printed Sermons of our Clergy, and 
from the Tenor of thoſe Manuſcript 
Sermons, which for ſome Time paſt have 
been, or now are, preached. To theſe 
printed Sermons we moſt confidently ap- 
peal, and we defy Mr. K. or Mr. J. to 
make good this haſty and ill- founded 
Cenſure. Theſe Sermons are open to 
every one ; and the Writers of them will 
be found in general to purſue exactly the 
ſame Line with their orthodox Predeceſ-” 
ſors; and to inculcate the two main Prin- 
ciples of the Goſpel, Chriſtian Faith and 
Chriſtian Morality.— As to the Sermons, 
which are now generally preached by the 
| Clergy, and not in Print, it is in the 
Recollection of every Attendant on Di- 
vine Service, whether Chriſtianity is ex- 
cluded; and, with the Confidence of con- 
ſcious Integrity, we leave it entirely with 
our Audience to determine for themſelves 3 . 
to pronounce on the Fidelity of our cle- 
rical Conduct; and to paſs Sentence upon 
us, 
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us, either of Condemnation or Acquit- 


tal, as to themſelves ſhall ſeem juſt and 
meet. | 85 


If then Mr. K. has 1 the 1 


Meaning with yourſelf (which is moſt 


likely) the Quotation of theſe Paſſages 


is nothing to your Purpoſe: If he has, 
you have already ſeen the Anſwer. 


The laſt Quotation from Mr. K. is 
as follows : . | 


« A pose Chriſtian Preacher, 
« addreſſing a profeſſed Chriſtian Au- 
« dience, ſhould remember, that, how- 
cc ever beautiful his Diſcourſe, if it is 
* no more than a Moral Diſcourſe; he 
% may preach it, and they may hear 
« it, and both continue unconverted | 


cc Heathens.” 


I have confideled this Paragraph 


again and again; have tried every Me- 


thod of Analyſis upon it, and till the 
not What might be ex- 
pected 
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pected from Mr. K.—lI think there are 
but two Senſes, in which the Words a 
profeſſed Chriſtian Preacher, and a pro- 
feſſed Chriſtian Audience, can be under- 
ſtood ; either as ſignifying a Preacher 
who is a real Chriſtian, and an Audience 
of real Chriſtians; or as meaning a 
Preacher and an Audience who are no- 
minal Chriſtians ; Chriſtians only in Pro- 
feſſion and Appearance, not in Reality 
and in Heart. If the latter be the 
Senſe, and he means Chriſtians in Pro- 
feſſion only arid not in Heart, that is 


unconverted, it amounts to this; that 


if a Moral Diſcourſe is preached by one 
| Heathen and heard by other Heathens, 
they will, Preacher and Audience, both 
continue unconverted Heathens, which 


I ſuppoſe nobody will or can deny: but 


it required no great Conjuration to diſ- 


cover this; certainly not the very reſ- 
pectable Abilities of our ingenious and 
agreeable Eſſayiſt.— 
the Senſe, what is then the Amount of 


this marvellous Paſſage ?—that a real 


. . Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian. preaching a Moral Diſcourſe, 
and an Audience of real Chriſtians hear- 
ing it, they will be Chriſtians and 


no Chriſtians, converted and uncon- 


verted at the ſame Time: For if by a 
profeſſed Chriſtian Preacher and a pro- 
feſſed Chriſtian Audience, be meant real 
Chriſtians, how. can they both continue 
unconverted Heathens ? 


Tx ſhort Anſwer to theſe three Quo- 
tations from Mr. K. is this. They will 
not bear Examination. Mr. K. has not 
been careful to form in his own Mind 


clear and diſtinf# Ideas, when he wrote 


the Words Moral Eſſays; and therefore 
he could convey no clear and diſtinct 
Ideas to his Readers v. For my own 

Part 


* That a Man of Mr. Knox's Talents [for his 


Genius, his Taſte in polite Literature, and his Eru- 


dition are unqueſtionable] ſhould ſometimes have ex- 
preſſed himſelf careleſsly, is not to be wondered at; 
eſpecially conſidering the great Variety of Matter in 
his Eſſays. If the Paſſages themſelves are not, in 
your Opinion, a ſufficient Proof of Inaccuracy, you 


ſhall 


* 
950 
* 


Part, I entirely acquit him of entertain- 


ing ſo abſurd A Notion as you are diſ- 
poſed to father upon him, and believe 


<> 
* 


mall have unanſwerable Proof from another of his 


Eſſays. [ 10. 1 Vol.] He deſcribes a Clergyman 


thus: One who “ receives a legal Commiſſion from * 
the eccleſiaſtical Superior to pray aloud in an AC: 


« ſembly, or to read a Moral Diſcourſe in it. 


Oh fie! Mr. K. What!—by the very Terms of our - 


Commiſſion, are. we to preach like young and faſhion- 


able Divines! Well may a general Complaint [hould 


we call it] be made, that Sermons are become in Tele 


Days, merely Moral Ears. Surely it was not a lit. 


tle inconſiderate in Mr. K. to deſcribe that as gur, 
Duty in one Eſſay, which in another, he complaits 


* 
of as our Fault. How eaſy is it to cenſure others, 


4, #'r 75 


and even for our own Miſtakes, Mr. IJESsE! 


With Reſpe& to Mr. J. in one Thing, however, | 


he is right; ou have read,” he ſays, Mr. 


© Knox's Eſſays; then it was not the firſt Time 


57 * 
: Sed 


« when you read my Diſcourſe, that you have ſeen ” 


© ſomething in Print and in a Way of Cenſure too, 
% on the Moral Eſſays of the Clergy.“ —— True, I 
had, but as ſuch Paſſages conveyed no clear Ideas, 


they left no Impreſſion on my Mind. He that 


© uſes his Words looſely and unſteadily, will either 


re not be minded, or not underſtood.”* ? 
| * Locxz. 
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that nothing could be further from his 
Intentions, than to accuſe the Clergy of 
being Infidels and Hereticks, or of preach- 
ing Morality, in Excluſion and Diſ- 


belief of Chriſtianity. But, if you 


think otherwiſe, and conceive him to be 
an Auxiliary, I refer you. to what has 
already been ſaid, which proves, in a | 
Manner ſatisfactory, I believe, to every 

impartial Perſon, that the Opinion is | 
erroneous, and entirely void of Founda- 


tion, and has received, in what has been 
advanced in your ſecond Quotation, a 


full and ſufficient Confutation. os 


Arrrx theſe Extracts, I am charged 
[p: 7.] with ſaying, a good Sermon and a 
Moral Eſſay are the ſame Thing; the 
«© Difference is only in..the Name.” I 
refer you to my Letter for the Correc- 
tion of this Miſtake. There you will 
find a Reſtriction clearly pointed out. 
I do not much object to your calling Ser- 


mons, in the Moral Part of our Reli- 


. Moral Ef 95 but ſhould you be 
inclined 


* 
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inclined to call our Sermons, on the Ar- 
ticles of Faith, Moral Eſſays, 1 expreſsly 
mention, you will be moſt egregiouſly 
miſtaken. The Difference, therefore, 
is only in the Name, when we preach on 
the Morality of the Goſpel; and you are 
told [p. 22.] that our Moral Efſays (if 
you will have them fo) may always be 
called Sermons; but our Sermons can- 
not always be called Moral. Eſſays. 


In a fruitleſs Attempt to explain the 
Difference between a Moral Eſſay and a 
Sermon, you ſay [p. 8.] “ The Term, | 
« Eſay, is commonly uſed to denote _ 
„ any ſhort Treatiſe on any Subject; 
* and a Moral Eſſay is ſuch a Treatiſe 
* on ſocial Duties. Now taking your 
own Definition of Moral Eſſays, let us 
apply them to your own Words, ** Ser- 
„ mons are dwindled into Moral Eſſays, 
i. e. into Treatiſes on the Duties we owe. 
to our Neighbour. Not content with 
accuſing us of Infidelity, with preaching 
nothing but Morality, you take the 
| 1 E 2 Iv | 
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Kc. 
lets the Fault of the Clergy ; or is the 


Ideas Po 
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Word, Morality, in its moſt confined 


Senſe, as ſignifying our Duty to our 
Neighbour only, inſtead of that greater 
Latitude of Signification, in which it is 


often uſed, as containing our Duty not 


only to our Neighbour, but to ourſelves, 
and to Gop. You have here narrowed 
your Foundation without any Neceflity, 
and only increaſed your own Difficulties : 
For do the Clergy never preach on the 
Duty we owe to Gop on Truſt, Af- 
fiance, Reſignation, &c.—never on the 
w we owe ourſehves,—on Temperance, 


—Is this indeed the Cafſe?—Is this 


Fault in : ws. Confuſion of your own 


The Anſwer need not be 
given. Of is too obvious. 


Ax yet, no Rüter olf g P. The 


wie have a different Account. You ſay, 5 


6 would call thoſe Diſcourſes moral, in 
Oppoſition to the Word evangelical, in 
which the grand Peculiarities of the 
e Goſpel are omitted, or the abſolute 

ied Importance 
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Importance of them kept out of 
ce Sight®,” 80 unſettled are your No- 
tions, that you do not fix the ſame Mean- 
ing to the ſame Words for three Pages 
together. What you may intend in this 
doubtful Paſſage I ſhall not ſtay to en- 
quire, but recommend to your attentive 


Conſideration, A Quotation or two from 
LOCKETF. | 


— 


WHAT 


* I muſt Fang as in wy firſt Letter; hou 8 to aſk a n 0 
Queſtion, to which you have not favoured me with an 
Anſwer. What 5 78 your aun Diſcourſe? Is it a Moral - 
Eſſay, or not? IF it is, why do you preach yourſelf, . * 20 
what you condemn 3 in others? If it is not, wherein _ | 
ſiſteth the Difference-between your Diſcourſe and ſuch a a £2 
Moral Eſſay as the ny often r the J | 
Line if 8988 cans 5 8 1 | IS, 1 


Ir we examine it byahe . Definition of a bo wt : - 

. Diſcourſe, are not the grand Peculiarities of the Goſpel _ © > 
omitted, and the abſolute Importance of "them kept out. 2 

of Sight? Vet what Man in his Senſes would ſuppoſe that Ne 


Mr. J. lighted Revelation, ' or the great VE of Re- 
velation. | | 


n 


Duam, temere 3 Legem ſancimus iniquam. 


WE | + OTHERs — ——familiarly uſe Words, which the Pro 
1 | priety of Language has affixed to very important 7aeas, 
without any diſtinct Meaning at all. V. dom, Glory, Grace, 

&c. 2 5 may we not particularly mention Faitb and 
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War follows, is, I muſt ſay, very 
intelligible and very extraordinary. It 
will be neceſſary to produce the Paſſage to 
which it is given in Reply. 


As Chriſtianity conſiſts of Articles of 
Faith, or what we are to believe; and of 
* Moral Precepts, or what we are to prac- 

© tice 3 the Clergy, as they ought, ſome- 
times explain the Articles of Faith, ſome- 
times the Moral Precepts. The latter, 


Morality) are Words frequent enough in every Man's 
Mouth; but if a great many.of thoſe who uſe them, 
ſhould be aſked what they.mean by them, they would be 
at a ſtand, and not know what to anſwer. ——£/ay on 
Human Underſtanding. G. 0. 


Men take the Words they find in Uſe among their 
Neighbours; and that they may not ſeem ignorant what 
they ſtand for, uſe them confidently, without much 
troubling their Heads about a certain fixed Meaning: 
whereby, beſides the Eaſe of it, they obtain this Ad- 
vantage, that as in ſuch Diſcourles they ſeldom are in 
the Right, ſo they are as ſeldom to be convinced they are 


in the Wrong; it being all one to go about to draw thoſe 
Men out of their Miſtakes, who have no ſettled Notions, 


as to diſpoſſeſs a Vagrant of his Habitation, who has no 
ſettled -Abode. — bid. S. 4. 


perhaps, 
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perhaps, are the more general Topics; 
but very frequently, and eſpecially about 
* Chriſtmas, Eafter and Whitſuntide, they 
(I believe I may ſay) univerſally make 
the great Articles of our Faith or Belief, 
* ſuch as the Death of Chrift, the Reſur- 
rection, Divine Grace, &c. the Subject 


© of their Sermons, ® 19 


In this Paſſage, CLErICus has af- 
ſerted, that very frequently, as well as at 


LI muſt take Notice what delectable Nonſenſe Mr. J. 
has made of the above Extract as given by himſelf [P. 11.] 
«© You may frequently mention his Name, and eſpecially 
te about Chriſtmas, Eafter, and V hitſuntide, preach about 
«© the Death of CHRIST, Reſurrection, Divine Gee. "hy | 
The Words preach about the Death of CarisT, &c. are 
his own, and give him an Opportunity of being exceed- 
ingly witty — on himſelf, in adding, Yes, Sir, about 
it and about it, and never come to the Point. However 
I entirely acquit Mr. J. of any intentional Miſquotation. 
I know both his Heart and his Heedleſneſs too well. But 
he is ſo fond of the Miſtake, that he goes on with an ad- 
ditional. Improvement, P. -29. cc Surely Sir, it will 
«© not be a ſufficient Juſtification of themſelves, to ſay, 
ce that about Chriftmas, Eafter, Whitſuntide, they have : 
e preached /omething about the Death of CHRIST, the 
cc n Divine Grace.“ 
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certain ſtated Seaſons, bY Cs uni- = 
verſally make the great Articles of our 


Faith the Subject of their Sermons. If 
Mr. J. 5 ſufficiently aware, it can- 


not, with the leaſt Truth, be affirmed, 


« that their Sermons are dwindled into 


« Moral Eſſays.” Tt cannot be denied, 
that the Clergy often preach on Faith. 
He cannot have the Effrontery to deny, 


what is ſo unqueſtionably known by 


every Churchman. What then is to 


be done? It muſt be evaded: The At- 


tempt is bold; but what cannot extra- 


ordinary Abilities achieve? He ſays, 
therefore, [p. 11. J“ You may ſome- 


c times make the great Articles of our 


« Belief the Subjects of Diſcourſe, and, 
« alas !—explain them all away. Inſtead 


« of inſiſting on them, you may Join 8 


c 


N 


„tie Infidel in deriding them, as the en- 
ec thuſiaſtic Notions of a certain De- 
ac ſcription of Men. You may re- 
« preſent them in ſuch a meretricious 
«© Dreſs, that they ſhall loſe all Appear- 


ec ance of their divine Original; and 


cc under 
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« under the Terms and Phraſes of In- 
« ſpiration, inculcate the ſoothing-Doc- 
« trines of what is termed, Natural Re- 
« ligion.” And then he applies to us a 
very civil Paſſage, Now have we 


*« tryed your Spirits, that they bee not of 


„ Gop, for you denye CHRIST," &c. 


Taz Clergy, like their Predeceſſors, 


preach frequently on the great Articles 
of our Faith, as every one in every Con- 


gregation can teſtify. But Mr. J. taking 
a very /hort Method with them, boldly 
exclaims,— -< And, alas, explain them all 
« away.” This is ſomewhat like Lord 
PETER's plain Argument. To compleat 
the Modeſty of your Conduct, you ſhould 


\ 


have added too the Anathema againſt all 
thoſe, who © offer to believe other-_ 


wiſe,” or to doubt what you ſay. In- 


« ſtead of inſiſting on them, you may 


« join the Infidel in deriding them: 

Very eaſily ſaid, Sir, if a Man can once 
perſuade himſelf, - that he need not pre- 
ſerve the moſt diſtant Appearance 
F of 
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of Probability in his Aſertions, which 
is exactly the Caſe here. What, Sir, 
the Clergy, when they make the great 
Articles of our Belief the Subjects of 
Diſcourſe, inſtead of inſiſting on them, 
Join the Infidel in deriding them 
Was not the Accuſation of our being 


Ys, Tyfidels abundantly ſufficient, without ag- 


gravating this baſe Charge with the Ad- 
dition, that we join the Infidel in deriding 
that Faith, which we preach? Could 
not the Abſurdity, the abſolute Incre- 
dibility of ſuch a Charge, reſtrain' you ? 
-Deride! What, Sir ? the very Sub- 


jects they are preaching upon? (for of 


their Preaching we ſpeak).,——Deride 
them ?—= Where? —— In the Pulpit, 


facred to Sincerity and Truth : In the 
Place of Divine Worſhip.——In the 


Sanctuary of Go. ——Unexampled Ac- 


cuſation 1 


To what can we impute 
it? ——To more than F olly ; to a mo- 


_ mentary Delirium. ls there a Cler- 


gyman upon Earth, who, if baſe enough 
to think theſe Things, has Audacity 
| enough 
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enough to preach them? Who could 
dare to inſult the meaneſt Congregation 
in this Manner Who could make 
the moſt diſtant Approaches to ſuch a 
Conduct, and hold up to Deriſion and 
Ridicule, the Religion of that Gop, in 
whoſe Temple, and in whoſe aweful 
Preſence, he is ſpeaking ? That the 
| gy” in general now a” as their 
"2 Prede- 


* Wren I firſt read the Paſſages juſt quoted, You 
e© may explain away,” ——*<** You may join the Infidel 
„e in deriding them, c. —1 thought he meant only 
CIERI Vs in particular; for the Word Jon, is of am- 
biguous Purport in this Place: It may ſignify you the 
Clergy, or you CLERIC US. And I did not conceive, 
that even Mr. J. could forget himſelf ſo much, as to aſ- 
ſert ſuch Things of our Clergy in general. But I did 
not at the ſame Time recollect, how cloſe a Reaſoner i is 
Mr. J.; and that, when it was maintained, that the 
Clergy in general preach frequently on the Articles of 
Faith, he would never think it a ſufficient Anſwer to 
ſay, or inſinuate, that CLERIOus in particular was an 
Infidel, or Heretick ; becauſe, whether he really is either 
the one or the other, or, if poſſible, as Orthodox as 
Mr. J. himſelf, proves nothing in the preſent Argu- 
ment. That % Clergy in general very frequently, as 
well as at ſtated FT preach on the Articles of the 

Chriſtian 


Predeceſſors in general did formerly, is 
an unqueſtionable Fact, which there is 
no getting rid of; but which, inſtead of 
acknowledging, as you ought to have 
done, you endeavour to evade. Vet, 
if you had not Greatneſs of Mind, 
and Manlineſs of Character, to confeſs 
your firſt Miſtake ingenuouſly, Silence 
would better have become you, than 
having Recourſe to ſo groundleſs a2 
Charge, fo * a * 
tation. 


Bur allow me to aſk, Where: Sir, 
are theſe Clergymen to be found? 
« Not ſuch,” you ſay, as have crept 
c jn unawares, few in Number, and 
_ & therefore little Harm to be dreaded 
ce from them; but who” [0 tremendous 
Invaſion I] © haye poured in upon us, as 
* the Germans into Gaul, in the Time 


Chriſtian Faith (and therefore their Sermons cannot be 
Moral Eſſays) is the Aſſertion maintained, and is what 
Mr. ]. ſhould have diſproved, 


cc of 
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*. 01 JoLtvs Casar, in vaſt Numbers : 
«© —— Who will not preach any Thing 
« they ſhould; who ſet up Reaſon 
e againſt Revelation; Man's Righteouſ- 
« neſs in Oppoſition to CHRIsT's; 
% and deny the Loxd who 8 2 
« them *. 


WHERE, Sir, are theſe Clergymen to 
be found ? Where does this Clerical 
Army of Infidels and Hereticks lie in 
Ambuſh ?——In Brentford, or in Beud- 
ley? Or, perhaps, after all, only in 
ſome odd Corner of my ſincere Friend's 
Pericranium . | | 


Bur 


Parochialia, p. 74. 

+ Anc1snTs, as well as Moderns, have been ſubje& 
to Whims and Vagaries. Horace has given us an Ac- 
count of a Patient of this Sort. Indeed, the Whim is 
not the ſame in both; the Modern fancying he finds an 
Infidel or Heretick in every Clergyman he meets with, 
or hears of; but in the Character of both there is a 
k Reſemblance. | 


— mn Fuit haud ignobilis Argos, &c. 
Hon. Ep. 2. L. 2. 


3 
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Bur I muſt now take my Leave of ; 


you, for the preſent, Sir; nor ſhall I in 
this Controverſy have much Occafion to 
engage with you perſonally. You ſeldom 
appear in the Field yourſelf, but leave 
moſt of the Conflict to your Auxiliaries. 
And when you do ſhew yourſelf there for 


a Moment, it cannot be ſaid that you 


appear to much Advantage. You ſkir- 
miſh indeed for a little while, and then 
retire haſtily, and in no ſmall Confuſion, 
under the Walls and Cannon of your 
ſuppoſed Allies. To one of theſe, a late 


Biſhop of Exeter, I ſhall immediately at- 


tend: 


c My Brethren, 

* riſe up with me againſt Moral Preach- 
ms « ing. 
At ArGos liv'd a Citizen, well known, ; 
Who long imagin'd, that he heard the Tone 
Of deep Tragedians on an empty Stage, 

And fat applauding in extatic Rage: 
In other Points, a Perſon who maintain'd 
A due Decorum, and a Life unſtain'd ; 
Whoſe real Virtue you might well commend, 
4 worthy Neighbour, hoſpitable Friend, 
Of eaſy Humour, and of Heart ſincere. 
| FRANCIS. 


I beg you will 


1 
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ing. We have long been attempting 
© the Reformation of the Nation, by 
& Diſcourſes of this Kind. 
« what Succeſs? 


cc 


-=Why, none at all. 
On the contrary, we have dexte- 


5 rouſſy preached the People into down- 


15 Wy Infidelity. We muſt change 
* our , Voice:-——-We muſt preach 
«© CHRIST, and him crucified. No- 
* thing but the Goſpel is;—nothing will 
* be found to be the Power of Gop unto 
« Salvation beſides. Let me there- 
« fore again and again requeſt, may I 
not add, let me charge you to preach 
e IEsus, and Salvation through his 


cc 


„% Name—preach the Loxp who bought 


«© us—preach Redemption through his 
« Blood—preach the Saying of the great 
cc High Prieſt, He who beheveth, Hall be 
60 ſaved——preach Repentance towards 


“ Gop, and Faith in our LoxD Jesvs . 


© CHRIST *. 


* Parochialia. p-. 31. 
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Wurrkxx this Extract be faithfully 


made, without Tranſpoſitions or Miſquo- 


tations, which you yourſelf are not very 
nice about; and whether no Explanations, 
no Softenings are omitted, I cannot ſay, 
not having ſeen this Charge. I ſhall 
therefore candidly ſuppoſe, that all is 
fair and accurate; and ſhall examine it 


exactly as I find it given in your Letters. 


Should it, or ſhould it not, prove to be as 
you imagine, Biſhop LavinGToN's, it 


fignifies little; tho the Name of Biſhop | 


LavinGToN would more certainly guard 
his Readers from putting a wrong Con- 
ſtruction on his Words; and we ſhall 
not haſtily ſuſpect, that the famous Au- 


thor of The Enthuſiaſm of Methodiſts and 
. Papiſts compared, did himſelf lean towards 


 Methodiſm. But whoever may claim 


the Honor of theſe Words, we muſt be 
allowed to ſay, that the Expreſſions are 


very unguarded, and by no Means ſo ac- 
_ curate as they ought to be. Now, Sir, 


if I ſhould ſay, that Faith and Morality 
are of equal Importance in the Goſpel of 
CnurisT - 


: 
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Cnr1sT, I truſt, you will not accuſe me ' {| 
of under-valuing Faith, and of placing N 

Morality in too high a Rank. If fo; 

_ conſidering the ſtrange Propenſity, which 
the World has ever diſcovered, of ex- 
tolling Faith in Oppoſition to Morality, 
even from the earlieſt Times (as is ſuffi- 
ciently evident in the remarkable Earneſt- 
neſs of St. James, to reconcile Faith 
and Works) you will be ſatisfied, per- 
haps, that theſe Expreſſions of his Lord- 
ſhip, are by no Means unexceptionable; 
but the ſureſt Way, to convince you 

| that they are not, will be to put the fol- 
lowing Caſe: Suppoſe then, that as 
Faith has, at ſome Times, and by ſome 
Perſons, been preached upon beyond its 
due Proportion, his Lordſhip of Exeter, 
with a View of checking and diſcounte- 
nancing this improper Partiality, had | 
ſaid, My Brethren, I beg you will 
« riſe up with me againſt preaching 
« Faith.” Are there not Perſons, who, 
upon hearing ſuch injudicious Language, 
would not only be aſtoniſhed, but even in 

G Agonies. 
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Agonies.Riſe up with me againſt 
preaching Faith !/——— What a Cry would 
inſtantly be raiſed againſt his Lordſhip; 


and Blaſphemer, Apoſtate, Infidel, &c. 


would be ſome of the ſoft Appellations 
with which he would be honoured. But 
how comes it to paſs, that ſince Faith and 


Morality are each of them abſolutely and 
equally neceſſary to Salvation, (as we 
have before agreed) we can with perfect 


Compoſure, (I might have ſaid with Ex- 
ultation and Triumph) hear the one diſ- 
paraged, ſeemingly diſparaged, and when 
the very ſame Words are applied to the 
other, we loſe our Temper?—— Riſe 
up with me againſt preaching Faith —— 
Injudicious indeed would ſuch Language 
be, you will moſt readily allow; and I 
truſt, that you will with no leſs Readi- 
neſs allow, that ſince Faith and Morality 
are each of them abſolutely and equally 
neceſſary to our Salvation, his Lordſhip 
expreſſed himſelf very careleſsly, and 
very improperly, when in his Charge 


he ſaid, I beg you will riſe up with 
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„ me againſt Moral Preaching,” 


preaching Morality. No, my Lord, 
we will not riſe up with you againſt 


| preaching Morality. If we ceaſe to 


| preach the Morality of the Goſpel, 
| Prieſts and People will ſoon ceaſe to 

practice it. We ſhall ſoon dexterouſly 
preach our Hearers into downright Ini- 
quity. Juſtice, Charity, Piety; Sobri- 
ety, Truth, Honeſty, each of them an 


important Branch of Morality, will ſoon 


be baniſhed this lower World, and Soci- 
ety will become a Pandemonium, a Hell 
upon Earth. We wiſh to give that 
_ greateſt and beſt Proof of our Love of 


CurIsT, which he repeatedly and ſo 
earneſtly called for, when he ſaid, If 


e love me, keep my Commandments.“ 


What were theſe Commandments? The 


Ten Commandments, called the Moral 
Law of Mosks; which Law, CHRIST 
| himſelf ſays, he came to fulfil; i. e. to 
improve, to illuſtrate, and to explain 
more fully; and which Law, together 


with the moral Precepts ſuperadded in 
G 2 > the 
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the New Teſtament, conſtitutes what 
is called Goſpel, or Chriftian Morality, 


or thoſe Commandments, the Obſervance 


of which CarisT requires as the Proof 


of our loving him. We therefore will 
not riſe up with your Lordſhip againſt 
preaching Morality. We do not chuſe 
to be thoſe Fools deſcribed by our SA- 


VIOUR as building a Houſe upon the 


Sand. Every one that heareth theſe Say- 
ings of mine, and doeth them not, ſhall 
be likened to a fooliſh Man, who built 
his Houſe upon the Sand. What were 
theſe Sayings—his Moral Sayings? the 
ſame Ten Commandments already men- 
tioned, opened and explained in his well- 
known Sermon on the Mount, in the 


Concluſion of which are the Words * 


quoted. 


Ix the latter Part of this Extract, when 
his Lordſhip requeſts and charges his 
Clergy to preach Ixsus, &c. the Clergy 


of the Dioceſe of Exeter might then, and 


may now, and ſo may the Clergy of 
every 


his Blood 
great High Prieſt, He who beheveth ſhall * 
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every Dioceſe in England, reply, with all 


Humility and Reſpect We have anti- 
cipated your Lordſhip: Vour Requeſt is 


complied with before it is made. Vour 
Charge is unneceſſary.—— We have 
preached JEs us, and Salvation through 
his Name——preached the Lox D who 
bought us—-preached Redemption thro' 


-preached the Saying of the 


be ſaved——preached Repentance to- 
wards Gop, and Faith in our LoRx D IE- 
sus CurIsT. We have done all this, 
my Lord, nay, we have done more : 
For with reſpect to that Saying of our 


great High Prieſt, ** He who believeth 


„ ſhall be ſaved,” knowing how much 
this, and ſimilar Expreſſions in the Goſ- 
pel, have been miſapprehended and miſ- 
applied, we have been always careful to 
guard theſe Paſſages by ſuitable Reſtric- 
tions and Explanations. We have been 
careful to remind our Hearers, that tho' 


our great High Prieſt has ſaid, He 


who — * be ſaved, he hath 


alſo, | 
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alſo, with equal Plainneſs, 88 0 
« If thou wilt enter into Life, keep tlie 
«© Commandments :” And that St. Paul, 
who ſays, * Believe on the Lord JE- 
« $Us CHRIST, and thou ſhalt be ſaved,” 
fays alſo, © Without Holineſs,” (that is, 
we tell them, without Virtue, a good 
Life, good Works, Morality) -** 10 Man 
<8 « ſhall Wee: the Log.” 


N 156, dnt eat the Goſ- 
pel, will have little Obligation to that 
Man, who leſſens the Importance of Mo- 
rality in either of them; or who, in 
ſpeaking of Faith and Morality, expreſſes 
himſelf careleſsly, and runs into Ex- 
tremes, and repreſents them like two 
Maſters of different and interfering In- 
tereſts, both of whom it were impoſſible 
for us to ſerve at the ſame Time. His | 
Lordſhip ſtood on tender Ground: 
Faith and Morality . have been much 
talked of by ſome Perſons, and much 
miſunderſtood : It would, therefore, have 
been more judicious, and more /afe, to 
| have 
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have ſhewn the Nature of bbth the ab- 


ſolute Neceſſity of both; and their intimate 


Connection in that Goſpel, whoſe Foun- | 


dation is Faith, and whoſe Superſtruc- 
ture is Morality, or good Works. 
When we read theſe Paſſages, Riſe up 


with me againſt Moral Preachmg —— 


Preach the Saying of the great High 


Prieſt, He who believeth ſhall be ſaved. 


If we had not been told they were 


quoted from a Biſhop's Charge, we. 


might, very excuſeably, have miſtaken 
them for the Language of the Taber- 
nacle, and of Lady HuNnTiNGDoN's 
Chapel. | 


Drod an impartial Review of this 
whole Paſſage, you will acknowledge the 
Expreſſions are very incautious and inac- 
curate; and I muſt ſay, that, conſider- 
ing their deluſive Appearance, and that 


they are cited from the Writings of a 


Biſhop, they were very likely to miſlead 


ſuch Readers as yourſelf, and the Friend, 
8 | to 


R * 
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to whom, you ſay, you are obliged for 
the Communication of this Extract N 


Your Quotation immediately ſucceed- 
ing the above, is from the Charge of 
a very diſtinguiſhed Character; diſtin- 
guiſhed by his ecclefiaſtical Rank, but 
much more diſtinguiſhed by his Virtues, 
his Genius, and his Learning, to whom 
the poetic HAYLEVY has, with much 


— 


* know not what abſurd Charges might not be 
brought againſt our Clergy, if a Collection was made of 
every unguarded and indefenſible Expreſſion, which may 
be found ſcattered through their Writings. But if a 
Man of Genius, like Mr. Knox, or a Dignitary of our 
Church, ſhould not convey their Sentiments with ſuf- 
ficient Propriety, are we to ſacrifice our Reaſon and 
common Senſe to their Miſtakes, and be filent. If they 
throw Obſcurity on the Goſpel, or Aſperſions on its : 
Teachers, it is our Duty to remove the one, and to 
wipe off the other. Indeed, this ſtrange Extract from 
the Biſhop of Exeter is ſo looſely worded, as to give no 
ſmall Countenance to the Nonſenſe of Methodiſm. And 
I can truly ſay, the Letters of Mr. J. would have paſſed 
unnoticed by me, had he not inſerted, from ſome firſt- 
rate Characters, certain Paſſages, which abſolutely re- 
| quired a free and impartial } Examination. 


—* 


Propriety, 
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Propriety, given the Epithet of the 
* Attic Hurp.” Wes | 


deem infallible no Critic's Word, 
Not e'en the Dictates of thy Attic Hurd, 
Lay on Epic Poetry, Ep. 1. L. 301. 


« The Topicks and Principles, on 


which we form our Diſcourſes, muſt 


be wholly Chriſtian. The various Mo- 

tives to Virtue, and all Goodnels, 
which may be drawn from the great 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Revelation, 
as they are infinitely more perſuaſive 
and affecting than all others; fo they 
ſhould be conſtantly and earneſtly im- 
preſſed on our Hearers. To live as 
becometh the Goſpel, is the Duty of 
Chriſtians; and, therefore, to preach 


that Goſpel, muſt be the proper Duty x 


of Chriſtian Miniſters.” 


Your Management of this Quotation, 


Sir, is truly extraordinary. You have 


cut out the Remainder of the Paragraph, 
of which the Words, wholly Chriſtian, 
end the firſt Sentence; and have, with 


ED wonder- 


£0! K r 


wonderful Skill and Dexterity, and with- 
out giving your Readers the leaſt No- 
tice, tacked to it an entire new Para- 
graph, the ſucceeding one. Nor is this 
by any Means the moſt extraordinary 
Part of your Conduct. Your Ingenuity 
in omitting the Remainder of the firſt 
Paragraph, and that very Paſſage, which 
made moſt for your Cauſe, is admirable 
indeed. You may remember, Sir, that 
in the Beginning of this Letter, I pro- 
miſed to deal with all Fairneſs, like one 
who was in Purſuit of Truth, more than 
of Victory. I ſhall now give you full 
Evidence of my Sincerity; and that, 
when I made ſuch a Declaration, it was 
not a mere controverſial Flouriſh, de- 
ſigned to conciliate the Aﬀections, and to 
ſecure the good Opinion of my Readers. 
I ſhall quote the Paſſage, as given by the 
Biſhop himſelf; though, I think, that 
in Appearance, and by Implication, it 
militates more ſtrongly againſt me, than 
any Quotation you have produced. 


© PER 
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1 PrnmiT me only to ſay, that your 
« Sermons cannot well be too plain; 
„ and that they ought to be wholly 
„ Chriſtian®.” 


As inverted Commas are added by his 
Lordſhip to theſe Words, we muſt ſup- 
poſe them a Quotation from another 
Writer, tho' no Name is given in the 
Margin. After beſtowing a few Lines 
on the firſt Member of this Sentence, 
his Lordſhip proceeds: 


« But further, you will allow] me to 
e obſerve, that the Topics and Princi- 
e ples, on which we form our Dil- 
« courſes, muſt be wholly Chriſtian. I 
« do not mean to exclude natural Rea- 
ſon from our public Exhortations, but 
“to employ it in giving Force to thoſe 
“ beſt and moſt efficacious Arguments for 
%a good Life, which the Goſpel ſup- 
* plies. I would only ſay, that we are 


* Biſhop HuzD's Charge, p. 15. 
H 2 
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* not to preach Morality in Excluſion 
e of Chriſtianity.” 


% You Sermons ought to be wholly 
« Chriſtian.” If, by theſe Words, it 
is meant, they muſt contain no Argu- 
gument for a good Life, however effica- 
cious, which is not peculiar to Chriſtia- 
nity; no Motive, however powerful, 
which Reaſon might dictate, prior to the 
"Times of Chriſtianity, we doubt the Ex- 
cellence of this Rule. It would both 
« be unjuſt and unwiſe to reject the 
ſmalleſt Inducement to any Part of 
Goodneſs; for we greatly need every 
one that we can have.“ We may 
venture to ſay, then, theſe Words, wholly 
Chriſtian, as uſed in the original Quo- 
tation, are indefenfible, if this is the 
Senſe : If not the Senſe, What is! 

A Queſtion, perhaps, not eaſily an- 
ſwered. | | 


66 
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Howe- 
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5 HowEveR, his Lordſhip, in the Paſ- 
ſage which you have ſo unexpectedly 
omitted, has given us the Senſe in which 
he himſelf underſtands it. As to the 
Sentence which follows the Words, 
wholly Chriſtian, T am not ſure I under- 
ſtand it, and rather ſuſpect that it is not 
expreſſed with ſufficient Accuracy ; but 


no Matter, the chief Sentence is clear 


enough, viz. © I would only ſay, that 
«© we are not to preach Morality, in Ex- 
e clufion of Chriſtianity,” and it comes in 
as an Explanation of the Words, wholly 
" Chriſtian. I believe no Man can read 


this Explanation of the Words, without 


finding a Meaning he never expected to 


find; and a Meaning which the Words, 


I think, do not contain. Let us, how- 


ever, try them by a familiar Illuſtration. 


Let us ſuppoſe his Lordſhip ſhould be 
met by a Friend, who tells him, he has 
Company to dine with him, and wiſhes 
the additional Pleaſure of his Preſence, 
with the reſt of the Party ; and in the 
ſhort Converſation mentions, that the 


Company 


, 
„ 
f 1 
| * 
| 
1 
1 
| 
i 
4 
i 
1 
: 
| 
} 
I 


VP = Mon on a2.” ke ANTEC, DS - 
ME ee a ot oat A AC ed Aa 


1 
1 
| 
= 


A DE E NEU N 


Company will be wholly Chriftian. 
Judge of his Lordſhip's Surprize, if, 
after this, he preſently finds himſelf in 
Company, not only with Chri/tzans, but 
with Tews, Mahometans, and Infidels ;— 
with a learned Few Rabbi; —with the 
preſent Tripoline Ambaſſador ;—an Abbe 
RAYNAL, or a GIBBON. Suppoſe, 
too, a. convenient Opportunity offering 
before they part, his Lordſhip ſhould 
take his Friend aſide, and accoſt him, — 
„ My Friend, I am well ſatisfied with 
the learned and elegant Converſation of 
the Company, and am not diſpleaſed to 


meet with Men of Talents and Virtue, 
tho' they may entertain Opinions reſpect- 
ing Religion very different from my 
own, and ſuch as I heartily wiſh they 
may one Day renounce: I only beg 
Leave to aſk an Explanation of a re- 
markable Expreſſion you made Uſe of, 
and which, indeed, ſtruck me at the 
Time of Invitation, viz. That the Com- 
pany ſhould be wholly Chriſtian.” — 


« Why true, my Lord, I did ſo; but 1 
| | only 
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only meant to ſay, that I ſhould not in- 
vite theſe Moral Men in Exclufion of 


Chriflians.”—— 1 think his Lordſhip, and 


his Friend too, upon recollecting him- 
ſelf, would allow, that, in ſaying his 
Company ſhould be who/ly Chriſtian, he 


only meant, that Chri/tians ſhould not 


be excluded, he certainly expreſſed him- 
ſelf in a very unuſual, and in no very 
intelligible Manner. This Illuſtration 
will fairly, and very exactly, apply to 


the Words before us; and I think it will 


be acknowledged, that when his Lord- 
ſhip meant to ſignify, that we are not to 
preach Morality in Exclufion of Chriſti- 
anity, he conveyed that Meaning very 


obſcurely, by ſaying, our Sermons muſt - 


be wholly Chriſtian. 


PeRHAPs it may ſafely be affirmed, 
that his Lordſhip was drawn into this 
Obſcurity and Inaccuracy by his Origi- 
nal; without ſuſpecting how indiſtinct 
were the Ideas of the firſt Writer. But 
it has been attended with other Incon- 
: veniences ; 


TTT 


veniences ; for tho' the Manner in which 
his Lordſhip has expreſſed himſelf, may 
ſurprize the Reader much; the Mean- 
ing itſelf will ſcarcely ſurprize him leſs. 
Wr are not to preach Morality in Ex- 
cluſion of Chriſtianity.— It may be 
alked, Is there any Danger of the Clergy 
preaching in this Manner ? If no Dan- 
ger, where is the Neceſſity of ſuch an 
Admonition? If there is a Danger, 
where are the Proofs, where indeed the 
Probability ? Have they ever ſo preached 
in Times paſt? Do they preach fo at 
preſent? The Clergy, when they atten- 
_ tively read this Sentence, muſt conſider 
it with Aſtoniſhment. Had his Lord- 
ſhip been told of ſuch an Admonition, 
delivered to the Clergy of any other 
Dioceſe, I am confident, that enter- 
taining no Opinions ſo diſgraceful to us, 
and forgetting the Inaccuracy of his own 
Language, he would expreſs his Diſ- 
approbation of it, in the moſt unqua- 
lified Terms. As therefore, the Whole 
| of 


. OF THE CLERGY. 37 


of this implied Cenſure, ariſes entirely 
from incautious and unguarded Ex- 
preſſions, it will be the leſs neceſſary 


to remark, how unſuitable was ſuch an 


Admonition, on his Lordſhip's primary 
Viſitation of his Clergy ; of whom, till 
Experience forbade, Candour would in- 
cline him to think much more high- 
ly; an Admonition, which implied ei- 
ther incredible Ignorance, if they did 
not nov, that Chriſtian Miniſters muſt 
not preach Morality in Excluſion of 
Chriſtianity; or incredible Baſeneſs and 
. Apoſtacy, if, knowing this, they ſwerved 
from, and betrayed that Faith, which 
they had engaged to maintain. I doubt 
not his Lordſhip (if this Letter ſhould 
have the Honour of his Peruſal) will 
declare, without the leaſt Heſitation, that | 
he has not expreſſed himſelf fo accurately, 
as he might have done; that he enter- 
tains no ſuch Sentiments of the Clergy ; 
and meant to ſuggeſt no ſuch Admo- 
nition: an Admonition, which I believe, 
it never has been neceſſary ; and, which, 
2 L truſt, 
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I truſt, it never will be neceſſary, to ad- 


dreſs to the Clergy of the Church of | 
— 


If I have examined this Paſſage, from 
his Lordſhip's Charge, with much Free- 
dom ; as indeed I ought, where 'T ruth, 
or Religion, or the Character of its 
Teachers, are concerned ; I hope I have 
alſo conſidered it with the ſame Degree 
of Reſpe&t; which, I am ſenſible, is 
equally my Duty. I have declined ſay- 
ing ſeveral Things I wiſhed to have ſaid, 
which, howſoever becoming in many 
others, might be improper in me: Such 
is the Luſtre of his Lordſhip's Character, 
it can receive no Addition from the Pen 
of CLERIcus. 


I am now come to the two laſt of 
thoſe Quotations, which I think it 
neceflary to examine. I ſhall confi- 
der them together. They are contained 
in the Charges of Archbiſhop SECKER, 
whom as well as many others, you 

| have 
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have lain under very heavy Contributions. 
Had you been ſatisfied with producing 
fewer Quotations, or had you drawn the 
moſt material Paſſages, into a ſeparate, 
and a more conſpicuous Point of View, 
weak and bad as your Cauſe is, it would 
have' made a better Appearance; and 
your Readers would have been able to 
form ſome Opinion (which is probably 
more than every one now can) how far 
you had made good thoſe Facts and Po- 
ſitions, which, with ſuch infinite and 
unneceſſary Fatigue, both to yourſelf and 
your Readers, you were endeavouring 


to eſtabliſh _ 5 


„The Truth, I fear, is, ſays 88 - 
KER, * that many, if not moſt of us, 
% have dwelt too little on theſe Doc- 
„ trines in our Sermons, by no Means, 
« in general, from diſbelieving or ſlight- 
« ing them.” Again, we have in 
« Fact, loſt many of our People to "Sec- | 
« taries, by not preaching in a Manner, 
« ſufficiently evangelical.” In theſe two 

I 2 | Paſſages 
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Paſſages, he evidently means the ſame 
Thing: The Doctrines, in the firſt, are 
thoſe which are peculiar to Chriſtianity, 
and which, he fears, we have dwelt too 
little upon in our Sermons ; and he ex- 
preſſes the ſame Idea, in more. remark- 
able Words, when he ſays, we have in 
Fact, loſt many of our People to Sec- 
taries, by not preaching in a Manner, 
Ju ufficiently * evangelical. 


You will recollect, Sir, that one of 
the Charges, you are endeavouring 1 to ſup- | 
port againſt the Clergy, is, that they have 
flighted Revelation itſelf; and to prove 
this, you have, with your uſual Circum- 
ſpection, brought a Paſlage from Arch- 
biſhop SECKER, expreſsly declaring, we 
have not ſlighted Revelation or its Doc- 


* You have given this laſt Paſſage, 'a ſecond Time, 
and omitted thoſe very ſtrong Words, We have in Fae, 
loſt many of our People to 'Sefaries. Some Opponents 
would have taken that Ground, which ſuited themſelves 
beſt, and which you had left open: But I chuſe to con- 
tend in the faireſt and the * * Manner. 


tri ines . 
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trines. By no Means, in general, 

«. from diſbelieving or “ lighting them.” 
And he immediately ſubjoins ſome Rea- 
ſons, why, he thinks, they may have 
been dwelt upon too little : The firſt is, 
« Partly from knowing, that formerly, 
c they have been inculcated, beyond their 
« Proportion, and even to the Diſparage- 
& ment of Chriſtian Obedience, or Mo- 


rality. This, Sir, is full in Point; and 


would have been a very handſome Apo- 
logy, even ſuppoſing the Charge of 
| preaching too little on thoſe Doctrines, 
had been, as SECKER apprehended, true. 
It is impoſſible to conſider SECKER, as of 
any Service, in ſupporting your Aſſer- 


tion, that the Clergy are Infidels, and 


flight Revelation; for the Paſſage is as 


direct a Contradiction of your Poſition, -. 


as Words can 9 and yet it con- 


9 8 he ſays, Doctrines which we are unjuſtly 
accuſed of caſting off and undervaluing, You think 


the Archbiſhop forgets himſelf here. You will find, 


on reviewing the Paſſage, that the Miſtake i is not the 
N . but Mr. un 8 
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tains a Charge, or rather expreſſes a Suſ- 
picion, a Fear, of ſome Defect in our 
Sermons. It may not then be amils, 
conſidering the Cauſe I have undertaken, 
to examine impartially how the Caſe 
ſtands; and whether the Charge 1s not 
unfounded, and theſe Fears groundleſs. 


This candid and worthy Metropolitan, 


conſiders the Clergy as firm Believers 


of that revealed Religion which they 
preach, and knowing that the two main 


Principles of that Goſpel are the Doc- 


trines peculiar to the Chriſtian Faith, 
and the Precepts of Chriſtian Morality, 
he ſays, and you . have it in his own 
clear Statement; „ The "Tru; ! 
* 1s, that many, if not maſt of us, 
« have dwelt too little on theſe Doc- 
* trines in our Sermons.” 


I ſhall firſt remark, that it is ſcarce 
prudent to aſſert, what, if called upon, 
there is no Poſſibility of proving. If 

* 
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it can be proved that we have dwelt too - 


little on theſe Doctrines, the Proofs muſt 
be drawn either from printed or from 
Manuſcript Sermons, Not from the 

firſt, for we have no Complaints of this 
Sort, againſt the printed Sermons of 


the Deceaſed. The Clergy of the pre- 


ſent Times only, like the preſent Times 
themſelves, are always chiefly com- 
plained. of. If it is to be proved from 
the Manuſcript Sermons of the Clergy, 
his Cotemporaries; it may be aſked, had 
his Grace heard all the Sermons of the 


Clergy, or even a Majority of the Ser- 


mons of the Clergy? If he had not 
heard them (which we may ſafely affirm) 
had he been favoured by the Majority of 


the Clergy with an Inſpe#ion of their 


Manuſcript Sermons ? If not (which we 
may again ſafely affirm) ; if he had neither 
heard nor ſeen them, on what good 
Grounds can he expreſs theſe Fears ? 
Is there any other Method of prov- 
ing the Afertion ?—None. 


ſerted ? 


Is there 
then any Foundation for what has been aſ- 
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ſerted? Unqueſtionably there is no Foun- 
dation. His Lordſhip's Fears, therefore, 
we may venture to conclude, are ground- 
leſs. Yet the Charge is no light one; 
and, inſtead of being of ſuch a Nature, 
as not to admit a Poſſibility of Proof, it 
ſhould have been ſupported by the clear- 
eſt, the ſtrongeſt, and the moſt indiſ- 


putable Evidence. How ſhall we ac- 


count for ſo ſtrange a Charge from Arch- 


biſhop SEeckeR? A Perſon of great 


Judgment and Diſcretion, than whom, 
few have done more Honour to the 


Church of England, and indeed to the 


Church of ChRIST, either by their Writ- 
ings, or by their Lives. How ſhall we 
account for this? There is no great 
Difficulty in accounting for it. Such 
an unguarded Conceſſion muſt be added 
to that Catalogue of Overſights and Miſ- 
takes, from which even the beſt and 
greateſt of Men have not been exempt. 
A worthy Man is never lukewarm 


and indifferent, where the Honor of Gop, 


and the Happineſs of his Fellow-Crea- 


ture, are deeply concerned ; but often 


diſquiets 
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diſquiets himſelf in vain, and diſtreſſes 
himſelf, when there is no real Occaſion 
of Diſtreſs. And thus the good eld 
Prelate, anxious for a Cauſe he had 
much at Heart, and with all the tender 
Sollicitude of a Parent, alarms himſelf 

without Reaſon, and harbours Fears; 
which have no Foundation. 


Bur if it be ſaid, many Things may 
be true, which it is impoſſible to prove, 
we will try the Cauſe with you on the 
Ground of Probability. His Grace, all 
along, conſiders us as real Believers, real 
Chriſtians. It zs, he ſays, by no Means 
from di ſoetieving, or ſighting. If then 
the Clergy of the Church of England 
are firm Believers, and place all their 
own Hopes of Salvation on Faith in 
CurisT, and Obedience to his Com- 
mands ; what Reaſon can there be for 
ſuppoſing they dwell too little on either ; 
and, if on either, why the latter in Pre- 
ference to the former? Do we ourſelves 
find it more eaſy to practice than to be- 
lieve? The Probability, therefore, of 
£13 K our 
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our right Conduct, is evidently in our 
Favor; and we make our Appeal to 
Candour and Common Senle. 


— e OA - 
2 — — * "he — 7 - 2 


There remains another Conſideration, 
which muſt not be omitted. From the 
ſlighteſt Review of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
of its main, and more important Articles 
of Faith, and its Rules for the Conduct 

of our Lives; I believe it will be found, 
that ſuch Articles of Faith, as are beſt 
ſuited to public Diſcuſſion, are com- 
paratively few; and its moral Precepts 
very numerous. The peculiar and diſ- 
tinguiſhing Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
tho' they may be variouſly expreſſed, 
are ſuch as theſe: The Death of Chris; 
the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs, on Repentance ; 
of the Holy Spirit, or God's affiting Grace; 
and of a future Reward, in Regions of 
eternal Happineſs, ©&'c.—They certainly are 
not numerous: But what an infinite Va- 
riety of Subjects does the Morality of 
the Goſpel ſupply. If ſuch be the Caſe, 
it is PR that Morey. if * only 
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in its due Proportion, will unavoidably 
employ ſo much more of our Sermons, 
than Faith, that it will have the Appear- 
ance (and the Appearance only) as if we 
| had indeed dwelt too little on theſe great 

Doctrines, or Articles of our Faith: If 
ſuch be the Caſe, this Appearance is ſa- 
tisfactorily accounted for: Our ſuppoſed 
Neglect of Faith, and our ſuppoſed Par- 
tiality to Virtue, are done away; and 
the Fidelity of our Clergy ſtands unim- 
peachable, if not unimpeached. _ 


Tun ts from SECKER, has 
alſo received its Anſwer already. We 
have in Fact loſt many of our People to 
Setaries*. —Agreed—By what Cauſe has 
this Effect been produced? By not : 
preaching in a Manner /ufficiently Evange- 
lical.— That we deny. —The Exiſtence of 
ſuch a Cauſe ſhould firſt have been 
proved; and you have ſeen there is not 


* By Sectaries, Mr. J. thinks the Archbiſhop means 
Methodiſts. 
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ſufficient Reaſon, —there is not any Reaſon | 


for thinking ſuch a Cauſe does exiſt. 
That we have loſt many of our People, 
is true; but it remains to be proved, that 
we have loſt them by not preaching in a 
Manner fufficiently Evangelical k. 


＋ 


HAVING 


4 


as he wiſhed ; and that we had loſt many of our People 
to Sectaries. The Idea that we had not preached in a 
Manner ſufficiently Evangelical, was the firſt that ſug- 
geſted itſelf; yet may it not fairly be reckoned among 
thoſe Notions, which, when firſt they preſent them- 
ſelves, have a plauſible Appearance; but upon Re-con- 
ſideration, we are aſhamed to think that we have ſuffered 


ourſelves, to be impoſed upon ; and how little they will 


ſtand the Teſt of Examination, Had his Grace beſtowed 
a ſecond Thought on the Subject, he probably would 


have aſſigned a different Cauſe of our People's going 


aſtray, ſuch as, the Love of Novelty, the Love of Nonſenſe, 


&c. And a flight View of the Publications of ſome of _ 


thoſe Preachers who mode/ty think, and call themſelves, 


the only Evangelical or Goſpel Preachers, would have con- 
firmed him in his Opinion. For what muſt he have 


thought of ſuch a Paſſage as the following; [From Pa- | 


12 p. 26.] “ Will you, Sir, venture to aſſert, 
that the Image of the inviſible Gop hath been ſet 
70 forth 1 in all his Glory; that the TREO have ſeen 5 
cc Glory; 


24 The EY old Prelate ee teh Sorrow, that : 
our Religion had not ſo great and extenſive an Influence 
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' Having examined the only Quota- 
tions I mean to take Notice of, let us 
| review 


Glory; and, in Conſequence of this, that univerſal 
«© Acclamations of Foy and Triumph, [Mercy on us, where 
is the good Gentleman got !] “ are ſounding thro? our 
„ Land, —of Hallelujah to the Son of Dav1p,—of Sal- 
« yation to him that ſitteth on the Throne, —and to the 
„ Lamb that was ſlain, and hath redeemed us to Gop 


«© by his Blood?” We will contraſt this ,/uper/ublime 


Paſſage with one from the Rev. Mr. R. of Birmingham : 
it may be ſeen in the Appendix to Mr. ] Ess E's Sermon, 
and affords a good Example of the Bathos, or the 
Profound in Reaſoning. *© ARGUMENTS and Reasons 
« for Sunday Schools,” &c. * Many are the Diſadvan- 
cc tages which proceed from an Inability to read. They 
«« who cannot read at all, cannot write, or read writing, 
| «© or keep written, Accounts. They who cannot read, 
«« cannot ./earch the Scriptures, nor make any Uſe them- 
e ſelves of any good Book whatever. 


Nor can they 


e teach and hear Jo well their own Children and Fa- 


«© milies read.” Mr. R. is deemed, by his numerous Ad- 
mirers, a great Orator ; and 1s much followed, and other 


8 deſerted —— no r if uy, o the 


Had Sronks 3 Foie we 1 Writings of f cb 


Goſpel Preachers, he would, probably, have altered the 
laſt Quotation, which we have been examining; and in- 


ſtead of ſaying, We have in Fact loft many of our 


: People to > Seltaries, by not W in a Manner /uff- 


© cienly . 
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review the original Cauſe, and the pre- 
ſent State of the Diſpute between us. 


Tux Paſſage in your Diſcourſe, which 
firſt attracted my Notice, viz. that Ser- 
mons are dwindled away into Moral Eſſays, 
was not very intelligible [and whoſe 
Fault was that, Sir?] and it was very 
liable to be miſapprehended. It looked 
like a Diſparagement of Morality. The 
Morality of the Goſpel has, from the 
earlieſt Times, been often under-valued ; 
and the Goſpel of CHRIS much miſre- 


_ preſented. It is at preſent a favourite 


Topic, and particularly in our own 


Neighbourhood, to cenſure the Clergy, 


as preaching Morality ; and yet the Per- 
ſons, who talk in this Manner, affix no 


certain clear Meaning to theſe Words, 


and are not ſure whether Morality has, 


or ba has s gat. a Connection with, and makes 
* Part of the Religion u of Jesus. The a 


2 
« ciently Evangelical; the Concluſion of the Sentence 
would have run thus---* by zo preaching in a Manner 


Methodiſts 


© ſufficiently Nonſenſical.* 
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| Methodiſts appear, by the careleſs Man- 
ner in which they expreſs themſelves, 
to hold the Doctrine of Faith without 
Works, or at leaſt to“ caſt a longing 
* lingering Look” that Way; and, you. 
will permit me to add, I had ſeveral 
Reaſons for thinking Mr. J. himſelf a_ 
 Methodiſl, Conſidering theſe Things, 
it ſeemed as if you meant to accuſe the 
Clergy of the great and enormous Crime 
of preaching Morality, that is Virtue, 
a good Life ; of inculcating the Neceſſity, 
and enforcing the Advantages of it; as if 
you meant to inſinuate the well known 
and beloved Doctrine of Faith without 
Works. This was the moſt obvious, 
the moſt natural Interpretation. I 
you do not expect Salvation without Mo- 


rality or good Works ;—but you preach 
as if you did, and your Hearers ſo un- 
derſtand you. You know, Sir, there 
really have been ſuch Notions; and ſup- 
| poſing none are ſo abſurd as to entertain 
them now, yet, with the Help of ſuch _ 

| Language 
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Language as your's, they may ſoon riſe* 


again. But, in Truth, Sir, theſe abſurd 


Errors are not perfectly done away. It 


is our Duty, therefore, to be vigilant; 
and to eradicate, if we can, what re- 
mains. There are Obſcurities and Per- 
plexities in the Minds of many, and 
among the lower Claſſes of People parti- 
cularly; and, indeed, in every Claſs, 
where they are ignorant and inconſide- 


rate, there are Doubts about Morality ; 


when they hear or read, that we are ſaved 
by Faith, and theſe Words are not fully 
and clearly explained. But there muſt 
be no Doubts on Morality; no, not 


even the Shadow of Doubt on ſuch a 


Subject as this; a Subject, Sir, which, 
to the Honour of Gop, and his Goſpel, 
to the Welfare of Society, and to the 
Happineſs of every Individual, is of ſuch 
tranſcendent Importance. 


* Multa renaſcentur quz jam cecidere; cadentque, 
Quz nunc ſunt in honore. 10 Ho R. 


Many ſhall riſe, that now forgotten lie ; A: 
. in project Credit, foon ſhall die. FRAN CIS. 
WHENEVER 


OF THE CLERGY. #53 


 Wrznever Miſtakes of ſuch Conſe- 
quence ſpring up, it is the moſt prudent 
May, and it is unqueſtionably our Duty 
to nip them in the Bud: It is our Duty 
to ſeize every ſuch Opportunity of re- 

minding our Hearers, and, if neceſſary, 
our Readers, how far from difficult or 
doubtful is the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
on theſe Points, and that the Whole 1s 


. in theſe few plain Words, 
that, —— 


No moral man, —that is, no virtuous 
Man,—can be ſaved without Faith, or Be- 
lief in Chriſt ;—no Faith, or Belief in 
Chrift, can ſave us, without Virtue or 
Morality. 


Tuls long has been, this till is, and, 

I I doubt not, ever will be, the Doctrine 
delivered from the Pulpit and the Preſs 
by our Clergy ; and our Congregations, 

inſtead of being led away with falſe and 

groundleſs Notions of our Ignorance or 

Ws — and that we are not Goſpel 


L Preaclers yer 


74 FF 
Preachers, may go on chearfully in their 
Duty, without theſe alarming Appre- 
henſions, and may reſt aſſured they are 
in the right Way; that our Doctrine 
is ſound ;—the Goſpel truly preached 
by us;— Faith and Virtue accurately 
ſtated and fully recommended ; and 
that nothing remains, but for the Clergy 
conſcientiouſly to practice what they 
Preach; and the People, what they hear. 


I Have declared, that I conſidered you 
as a Methodiſt, and conſequently, the 
Doctrine you meant, or at leaſt ſeemed 
to inculcate, as methodiſtical. You will 
ſay, What Reaſon had you to think me 
ſo? I will tell you plainly. It is neceſſary 
to uſe plain Language without Circum- 
locution, both as you are averſe to diſ- 
tant Hints and Inuendos; and particularly, | 
as my firſt Letter was in a great Mea- 
ſure occaſioned, by my having COR 
ceived this Pane of you. 


Firſt 3 
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Firſt, Six, before you came into this 
Neighbourhood, and as ſoon as the new 
Rector of Dowles was announced, it was 
reported Mr. J. was a Methodiſt : And 
ever fince your Arrival, your Conduct 
has added ſuch Confirmation to the Re- 
port, that you have almoſt univerſally 
been conſidered in the ſame Light. No 
Wonder then, Sir, if I am carried away 
by the Stream of popular Opinion at laſt ; 
though, I can aſſure you, I at firſt diſ- 
countenanced a Report, which, I thought, 
could do you no great Honour; and I re- 
preſented you to be, what I believed you 


to be, a worthy conſcientious Clergy- 


man, undiſhonoured by ſuch Weakneſs; 


untainted with Enthuſiaſm. 


DE oh IT is known, you fre- 


quently preach extemporex a Practice 


very 


* In the ſame Eſſay of Mr. Knox, which contains 
two of your Quotations, are theſe Words. Perhaps, 
| you may have overlooked, or forgotten them. Extem- 


hy * Preaching always pleaſes the Volgar. —— There 
L 2 c are 
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very common with the Methodiſts, and 
very uncommon with the Generality of * 
our OT - | | 


Thirdly. Tur very liberal Manner, in 
which you deal out your Cenſures of the 
Clergy, which, again, is not unlike * the 
Methodiſts, and not very like our own 


: Clergy, 
1 Fourthly. From the vague, obſcure, 
ti and unintelligible Manner, in which you 
5 „ are many Reaſons to prevent its Reception among 
N i < the judicious. It can ſeldom be correct or ſolid. It 
; Ph e is, indeed, ſeldom attempted but by the ſuperficial. 
| to (| The greateſt Divines, have not been preſumpruous 
FRY enough, to lay before their Audience, the Effuſions 
| 12 ** of the Moment; but have uſually beſtowed much 
1 « Time and Care, in the . of a Angle Ser- : 
| | 66. nen. þ 
| | 
| I muſt confeſs, you fall a little ſhort of the ever- 


memorable Mr. GORE WrrTyierD. He ſays, It 
e js moſt notorious, that for the moralizing Iniquity of 
e the Prieſts, the Land mourns.” You only ſay tamely, 
Sermons are dwindled away into Moral Eſſays. Vide 


WHrrTrFiELD's Journal, as quoted in Biſhop Gissox's 
Fourth Paſtoral Letter, 7 * I. 
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are reported to preach on Faith. I have 


not taken theſe Reports from the ignorant 


only, or from thoſe who are prejudiced 


againſt you; but from the Accounts of 


| thoſe, who are well able to judge, and 
who alſo are very ſenſible (as indeed every 
one is that knows you) of your many 
_ amiable Qualities. Common Senſe, they 
ſay, will not permit us to think, that he 
really means to exclude Morality. - The 
Goodneſs of his Life too proves he does 
not. But if a Man's Doctrine and Opi- 
nions are to be judged of by his own 


Words, Faith, according to Mr. Fe is 
every Thing; and Works, or Morality, 


Nothing: — And ſo preach the Merhodz , 
ne they may mean. | 

Laſtly. In the v of your 
Zeal; in Confidence of your Ability to 
make Converts; and in the Perſuaſion, 
that it is not ſufficient. to confine your 


Labours to your own Pariſh, or even the 


other Pariſh Churches,” you have repeat- 


_ edly, as I am informed, made your Ap- 
pearance 


II 1 REI rx 
r 4 


K 


4 
4 
#>4 4 
14 
17 
-4 
+ $ 
14 
"i 
7 
1 
4 * 
* * 
n ; 
"up 
* 
1," 
'Y 
Ws 
„ 
1 
4 


* « 5 "4 * 
2 — 2 — 
rr P EE ies a a. 


» AST ETMENTCMS. 


pearance at the Head-Quarters of Metho- 
diſm, and preached at Lady HunTinG- 


DoN's Chapel at Bath; where, I have 
the Pleaſure to add, you are much ad- 
mired by thoſe acute and excellent Cri- 
ticks in ſound Divinity. 


Tus are the Reaſons which led me 
into the Miſtake (if indeed it is a Miſ- 
take) of thinking you a Methodiſ; but 
thinking you ſo, it was my Duty to guard 


my own Flock at leaſt from thoſe weak 


and abſurd Notions, which are imputed 
to, if not adopted by, the Methodiſts. 
This induced me to write my firſt Letter, 


as a Caution againſt Language fo ambigu- 


ous, and Errors ſo dangerous; and I ex- 
pected to bring you either to an open Ac- 


knowledgment and Defence of the Doc- 


trine of Faith without Works, Religion 
without YVirtze, or, which was much 
more probable, to an open Diſavowal of 


it, and a Revocation of that Cenſure of 


our Oey WG in your Words, 


« Sermons 


OF THE CLERGY. 379 


« Sermons are dwindled into Moray: Eſ- 
L | 
Bur, on reading Parochialia, I find 
you on Ground I never expected to find 
you ; and I obſerve, that your Ideas were 
totally different from what they appeared 
to be, conſidering the ſuppoſed Character : 
of the Preacher, and the ſuppoſed Doc- 
trines of the Methodiſts: And that, moſt 
certainly, you did not mean by Ser- 
« mons are dwindled away into Moral 
« Eſſays, that the Clergy ought not to 
preach Morality, becauſe we are ſaved by 
Faith ; but you meant, as it now appears, 
that the Clergy did preach Morality, and 
nothing but Morality, becauſe they are 
Infidels and Hereticks, and deride the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith ;—or, to 
give your own Words, * Becauſe we 
« have ſlighted Revelation itſelf, and the 
ce great Object of Revelation; inſtead. 
of inſiſting on its Doctrines, have 
te joined the Infidel in deriding them; and 


&« have 
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ce have inculcated the ſoothing Doctrines 


« of what is termed Natural Religion. 


IF it was highly neceſſary to clear and 


explain the Character of our Religion, 


there are few, I believe, but will think 
it was alſo neeeſſary to clear the Charac- 


ter of its Teachers; and this I have 
done. ds 


You have endeavoured to prove us 


Tnfidels and Hereticks, by producing a 


Number of Quotations, the moſt mate- 


rial of which, tho' not all, I have fully 
and fairly examined, But had the Quo- 


tations, Sir, which I have noticed in 


this Letter, been clear and plain, and 
ſtrong in your Favour, they would till 
have been nothing more than the mere 


gratuitous Aſſertions (and. perhaps the 
Miſtakes) of two or three Writers; and - 


as they would have contained a Charge 
of a very heinous Nature, and in the 
higheſt Degree improbable; no judicious, 
no impartial Perſon would condemn us 
| without 


* 
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without Proof ; but would require Evi- 
dence full and ſatisfactory, in Proportion 
to the Nature and Improbability of the 
Allegation brought againſt us. But your 
Quotations are neither ſtrong in your Fa- 
vour, nor even clear and plain; but a 
Collection of Paſſages inaccurately ex- 
preſſed, SrckRR's excepted, from which 
nothing can be proved; and the Writers 
of which, could they be aſked, Did you, 
in theſe Paſſages, mean what Mr. J. 
has ſuppoſed? Are ſuch your Sentiments 
of the Clergy? would unanimouſly an- 
ſwer——No.——We entertain no ſuch 
Sentiments.— Now, Sir, if we add 
your Extracts, which I have ot noticed; 
ſome of which are from Authors in the 

Time of the Reformation; Dr. BARNEs, 
for Inſtance ſome from Dr. Hops, 

and from DRY DEN ; the Charge you 

ſeem to fix upon us is clear: How far it 
is made good; how far we are really guil- 
ty; the Clergy, being themſelves Parties, 
ought not to be Judges. We will leave 


it, then, to the Judgment of an impar- 
M 5 tial 
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tial Public, and the Ly ſhall decide 
on theſe two Queſtions :- 


WHETHER, from what they have 
heard, and read, and obſerved of us, 
the Clergy, as a Body,. have, from the 
Time of HENRY * VIII. to the pre- 
ſent Period, ſlighted Revelation itſelf, 


and the great Object of Revelation, and 
joined the Infidel in deriding its Doc- 


trines, even in the Pulpit ?—or 


* SHOULD it ba ſaid, the Paſſage from Dr. Barnes 
precedes your two-fold Charge ; ; and therefore does not 
apply ;---it ſhall be allowed. But your two firſt Quota- 
tions, immediately following the above Charge, are from 


| thoſe approved Authors, Dr. Hopces and DRY DEN] 


ſo that it is impoſſible to date the Riſe of our [fidelity 
and Hereſy at a later Period than the laſt Century. In- 
deed, you have not determined the preciſe Time when 
the Clergy gr began 10 join the Infidel in deriding Chriſ- 
tianity. But, as Dr. Barnes 1s quoted in the next 
Sentence [p. 12.] why may we ,not fix on the Time 
of Hzexnxy VIII. though it is ſcarcely worth diſput- 
ing about a Hundred Years, ſince what you aſſert has 
been equally true, and equally notorious, from the firſt 
Introduction of Chriſtianity to the preſent Moment. 


WHETHER 
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WHETHER the judicious, the can- 
did, the cautious Mr. Jes8E —— is miſ- 
taken? 


Tu Queſtions are fairly ſtated, and 
I am in no o Pain about the Anſwer. 


Axp now Sir, 1 ſuppoſe, you begin 
to conſider how you ſhall extricate your- 
ſelf from the Difficulties with which 
you are ſurrounded, and remove the 
Diſgrace, which you have ſo heedleſly 
incurred. You have, indeed, much 


Reaſon to be diflatisfied with yourſelf. 
Perhaps you may feel diſpoſed, as 


you do at Times, you ſay, to run your 
Head againſt the Wall of your Church“. 


„„In View of what I ought to " and Fs I could | 
«© run my Head againſt the Wall of my Church.“ 
Vide Parochialia, p. 134. 


Ir ſuch religious Freaks as theſe conſtitute a Goſpel- 
ler, I muſt confeſs, Sir, that I neither am, nor am I 
likely to become, in your Senſe of the Word, a true 
Goſpel Preacher. — 1 have always conceived, that the 
Deſign of the Goſpel was to make us bappy.— not to 


drive us mad, | N 
M 2 Bur 


— — 


rr O 


But, I think, I can preſcribe for you ſome- 
thing better; ſomething much more con- 
ſonant with” true Religion, with ſound 
' Senſe, and ſober Reaſon. It is this; to 
acknowledge your Miſtakes fairly and 
ingenuouſly, and to make a handſome 
| Apology to your Brethren, the Clergy, 
and to your Readers ; for having miſled 
the one, and ſo groſly miſrepreſented the 
other. — It will be to no Purpoſe, _ "0 
to ſay you did not mean to accuſe us of 
fo heinous a Crime, as Infidelity and He- 
| reſy, and of deriding the Faith we preach ; 
you muſt prove that you have not accuſed 
us; that your two Aſſertions, compared 
with the Reſt of your Book, bear a dif- 
| ferent Conſtruction; and that this is 
not the general Tenor of your Letters, 
the pervading and predominating Idea ; 
But this, Sir, you will find impoffible. 
—— Tt will be to no Purpoſe to ſay 
among your Friends, that CT RIcus 
has miſrepreſented you, for (conſidering 
that ſome Miſapprehenſions are unavoid- 
able in reading Authors, eee, ſuch 
obſcure 
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Bus and difficult Authors as your= 
ſelf) there will be found no Signs of 
wilful Miſrepreſentation. It will be to 
no Purpoſe to ſay you have expreſſed 
yourſelf careleſsly, for in ſuch Caſes as 
yours, where a Man 1s called upon to 
explain * a former Charge, ſuch Excuſes 
will not be allowed; it will be no Al- 
leviation, but an Aggravation of your 
Fault. If you ſay, your Accuſation is 
not general, you do not mean the Ge- 
nerality of the Clergy, but only that 
ſome of them are Infidels, Hereticks, 
Kc. Why then, Sir, does your Charge = 
run in general Terms? Your two Aſſer- 
tions are, e have ſlighted Revelation 
itſelf, &c. No general Charge can be 
ſtronger ; it is a Mode of Speech always 
_ underſtood to imply the Generality. Your 
Charge is ſtated with all due Solemnity, 


* To be ſure, it is much to a Man's Honour to be 
obliged to write a ſecond Publication to explain his firſt 


and a third to explain has ſecond ; and ſo on, ad infini- 
tun. : 


in 
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in the Beginning of your ſecond Letter; 
here we naturally expect the utmoſt 
Accuracy and Preciſion; here we look = 
for your true Meaning and Sentiments. 
And if there are a few Paſſages of a dif- 
ferent Nature, ſuch accidental Paſlages, 
ſo inconſiſtent with the general Tenor of 


the Whole, and fo contrary to your own 
State of the Queſtion, (particularly the 


Concluſion of your * fourth Letter) are 
inexpreſſibly ridiculous, and of no Weight 
in Oppoſition to your Aſſertions, ſo for- 
mally urged againſt us. Still, Sir, I do 
not ſay your Letters are calculated to miſ= 
repreſent: You had no ſuch Intention. 


This was not your Defgn, but this will, 
inevitably, be the Effect. In ſhort, Sir, 
you muſt be claſſed among thoſe, who 
do not always know what they ſay or 


write, or what they have written. You _ 


* Surposs Mr. J. had ſaid “ We”? (the Clergy) 
* are Drunkards:” How childiſh would it be to add, 
] do not mean or wiſh that any of the Clergy ſhould 
„ wear this Cap, but 2580 only whom it may entirely 


cc ſuit. 2 


have 
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have without Deſign poiſoned the Minds 
of your Readers; and it is the With of 
CrrRIcus, and the Duty of us all,. to 
adminiſter, if we Can, a proper and ef- 


fectual Antidote. 


tho your Miſtakes been only com- 
mon Miſtakes, ſuch as all are liable to, 
after the ſtricteſt Care; had they been 
more than common, if neither Truth, nor 
Religion, nor its Teachers, were injured, 
it would have-been unhandſome and un- 
| candid to take Notice of them in a wor- 
thy well-meaning Man : The Virtues 
of his Heart would have been a ſufficient 
Apology for the Miſtakes of his Head. 
But when this worthy well-meaning Man 
forgets himſelf, and, blind to his own 
numerous Faults, in Preaching and in 
Writing, officiouſly engages in depre- 
ciating his Brethren; brings a Charge 
againſt them of the moſt heinous Nature, 
an unfounded Charge too; and imputes 
to them Faults, which are altogether 
imaginary; there can be nothing impro- 


per, 


—— 


F 
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per, nothing unchriſtian, in pointing 
out the Errors of ſuch a Man; and in 
examining the Competency of his Fudg- 
ment, who is become the ſelf-conſtituted 
Cenſor of the Clergy. And yet, Sir, 
if your Publication contains not a Su- 
per-abundance of Miſtakes and Inaccura- 
cies; if it is not remarkably deficient 
in every Thing eſſential to a gf and 
inſtructive Compoſition; if it does not 
exhibit an extraordinary Specimen of a 
confuſed Way of thinking and writing ; 
I will ſtill admit you have Reaſon to com- 
plain. But, if it does, you, Mr. J. 
who firſt drew our Attention to your 
own Compoſitions, by expreſſing your- 
ſelf diſſatisfied with thoſe of the Clergy, 
can, I think, with no Propriety com- 
plain. And if there are in this Letter, 
no wilful Miſrepreſentations of your 
Words, but the Senſe I have given, and 
underſtood you in, is the true obvious 
Senſe, in all fair and equitable Con- 
ſtruction; it will ſcarce be proper to ſay, 
| that 
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that CL ERI cus has expoſed Mr. IESssE.— 


Mr. IxssE has expoſed himſelf. 


You, ſomewhere in Parochialia, tell 
For- 
giveneſs from Mr. IxssEI—I aſk, 1 
require, no Forgiveneſs, where I have 
done no Injury. The Injury has been 
done by yo. Mr. J. firſt made his 
Charity Sermon an Occaſion of pro- 
nouncing a moſt uncharitable Cenſure 


me, you forgive my firſt Letter. 


on his Brethren. He was deſired to be 


more explicit; and he then writes, or 


* Trar you thought yourſelf injured by my Art Let- 
ter, I doubt not; that you forgave me the ſuppoſed In- 
jury, I doubt as little. I feel no particular Injury from 
you: If I did, I am ſure I could forgive any Thing 
from ſo worthy a Man; nay more——the greateſt. In- 
Jury, which even the worſt of Men could do me; ſo con- 
ſcious am I of that nnn of which I myſelf ſtand 
in Need, : 
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rather compiles, a Book of 227 Pages, 
and heaps Quotation on Quotation, to 
Prove, that the Clergy are Infadels and 
Heretic, and Deriders of the Chriſtian 
Faith.——But who requires Forgiveneſs 
in this Caſe, the Defender of the In- 
jured, or the falſe Accuſer ? How long, 


Sir, has it been right to impute imagi- 
nary Faults, and wrong to correct real 
ones ? How long has it been honourable 
to miſrepreſent, and diſhonourable to rec- 
tify thoſe Miſrepreſentations? How long 
has it been commendable to propagate 
Errors, and blameable to confute them? 
How long has the Defence of a Body of 
Men (including Self-Defence) been a 
-The 
Charge brought by CLERICUS, and ſup- 


Crime, and Calumny a Virtue ? 


ported by no ſlender Proof, amounts to ] 
a Miſtake of the Head; but Mr. J. ac- 


cuſes 
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cuſes the Clergy of a Crime, and ſuch a 
Crime, as ſcarcely admits a Poffibility of 
Proof. The one alledges againſt him, 
a Confuſion of Ideas (no Crime, it is to 
be hoped) and Want of Judgment in a 
fingle Individual only ; the other imputes 
to a whole Body of Men, and thoſe the 
Teachers of Religion, Depravity, enor- 
mous Depravity of Heart. Then 


which of us, Sir, requires Forgiveneſs ? 


Yet CLEericus has written © an 
« unbecoming Letter in a bad Spirit.” 
t may be added, In what Spirit are Mr. 


JessE's Letters written? 


CLERICUS 
ſpoke of your Miſtakes, your Miſappre- 
benſion, your Thoughtleſlneſs ; and it 
ſhewed ſome Temper, to avoid a harſher 
oF erm. But when Mr. J. mentions the 
Clergy, he alledges againſt them, in 
* equally polite and candid, 
3 % The 
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8 The Rottenneſs of their Hearts*.”— 3 
It is pretty clear, then, on which Side 
the Candour lies; — that there is a great 
Miſtabe ſomewhere, is equally clear 


that there is a bad Spirit on either Side, 


is what I ſhall not eaſily believe. 


1 heartily in that you may not again 


ſtand ſo much in Need of Forgiveneſs 


from your Brethren, as you certainly do 


at preſent ; and, I hope, that, for your 
own Credit, you will be more cautious 


in advancing ſuch Aſſertions, as we find 


in Parochialia that the Clergy are In- 


fidels and Hereticks; and even in the 
Pulpit have joined the Infidel in deriding 


the Faith they preach ; fince the ſlighteſt 
Examination, like the Touch of Irnu- 


Farochialia, p. 18. 


RIEL'S 


or THE. CLERGY. 93 
RIEI's“ Spear, will prove their Falſhood ; 
and every Sunday bring to every Congre- | 
- gation, a ſatisfactory, an unanſwerable 
Confutation of this groundleſs Charge. 


IT has been ſaid, * We may love the | 
Man, and hate his Vices.“ How far all 

is ſound here, I ſhall not examine. But as 
Errors and Vices have a different Source, 
often as different as the Head and the 
Heart, it might, perhaps, more ſafely 
be aſſerted, that we may love the Man, 
and hate his Miſtakes. The Miſtakes of 
the Head, therefore, need not exclude 
all Friendſhip. In Friendſhip there cer- 
_ tainly are Degrees; as it implies only | 
a high Opinion of another's Heart, the 
utmoſt good Will towards him, and every | 


* MiltTon, b. 4, I. 810. 
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